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Friends of Saintbridge Pond are an  Campaign to Protect Rural  England (CPRE)
 award winning conservation group whose sense of  voluntary action has strength-

ened the sense of community in the local area.

Issue 2 Volume 1

This issue : Why feeding the local ducks could
be doing more harm than good.



Where to find us

Hello and Welcome to second edition of the Friends of Saintbridge Pond Magazine

Hello and welcome. I’ve hope to bring you the latest news stories and events from
Abbeymead and Abbeydale, news from the SAGA  and GL communities too. This special
edition coincides with the GL communities  event . So I will be looking at what has been
happening across the site.

I also hope to include good news environmental stories from around the City and beyond.

This is your publication, it is your forum to rant, let off steam or generally cajole the readers
into some environmental action around the pond.  Contributions can be on any subject but
please mind your language and no more than a page in length.

Here is a reminder of my contact details If you have any local articles or comments either
word documents and pictures for any attachments, please send them to

The Editor is always happy to receive news and views items from individuals
for inclusion in the newsletter. The articles in this newsletter are independent submissions

Editorial

You can find Saintbridge Balancing Pond just off the A38 heading to-
wards Painswick at the Barton Street Roundabout. Continue a little
while and take the second left into Askwith Road. Turn right by the
newsagents and head towards the allotments. Parking is available just
past the junction on your left by the green container and on the other
other grassy side as well.



Saintbridge Pond began life as an engineering feature in 1971. It was created as
a defence against flooding, which has been a persistent problem in the area
since the construction of new housing in Abbeydale and Abbeymead.

For many years, it was an undervalued feature of Gloucester. Vandalism, fly-tip-
ping and antisocial behaviour had turned the pond and the surrounding space
into a major eyesore.

Positive action

Since the spring of 1993 with the formation of the Friends of Saintbridge Pond
and thanks to the perseverance of the group, the space has now been com-
pletely transformed and maintained into a lush nature reserve that attracts
both visitors and wildlife to the area.

It's a popular place for the wildlife - there are many ducks, coots, moorhens
and swans who have made their home on the pond, and many more birds who
use it as a staging post on their journey.

Friends of Saintbridge Pond  is a voluntary group that works in all weathers,
looking after the natural amenities. We work in conjunction with various
groups like the environmental agency, the council and individuals. Our aim is
the make this place a haven for wildlife, and people alike. We must not forget
that it regulates the water flow and contains excess in the dry balancing pond
and pond too.

Changes
 The last year has seen many alterations around the pond. Some of  those may
have seemed quite drastic without understanding the full facts.  The loss of the
trees along the the dry balancing pond ridge were to stabilised the bank during
the excessive periods of heavy rainfall, like those seen in 2009. If this was
breached the flooding would engulf the  allotments and surrounding areas.
However all materials were reused. The new ‘trees’ stumps along the feeding
areas have created new habitats and seating. One of the biggest projects was
to reinstate the wear and tear on the sloping bank. The group replaced the
eroded surface, bringing it back to its original state as seen in the mid- 1970’s.

FOSP NEWS



ONCE UPON A TIME.......

Information



RSPB warn  feeding ducks bread is not a good idea
as it could lead to them starving to death

Bird-lovers  are running the risk of killing ducks, geese and swans – with kindness

By being fed bread the birds can develop a health condition which can prevent them
from flying.

As a result, victims might be unable to seek out more nutritious natural food, and
could eventually starve to death.

Bird experts are warning well-meaning families to stop throwing starchy scraps to
ducks, geese and swans on park ponds, lakes and rivers.

They say that it is much better to give them properly balanced food which is easy and
cheap to buy.

Grahame Madge, of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) said:
“Feeding ducks on the park pond – or geese and swans on rivers – has become a long-
established favourite pastime for many people, especially parents with young children.

“It is an excellent way for the public to have contact with birdlife and for toddlers to
learn to appreciate ducks, geese and swans later in life.

“But feeding bread to birds can lead to them developing health problems.

“Food thrown into the water, but not eaten, can also cause difficulties with nutrient
build-up in the water, especially in closed water like ponds and lakes.

“We don’t want to stop people from feeding ducks, geese and swans but they should
consider buying properly balanced food which is available from pet shops or from
vets.



All aboard!
The team now  are able to get out and about on the pond and get on with
those jobs which had to be left or where hard to reach. With the boat and
some training FOSP will be able to further maintain the pond and outlying
areas, clearing rubbish , mending stakes and clearing over-hanging
branches.

FOSP supporters at the launch of the new boat.

Saintbridge Pond is one of the photogenic places that I
know of. Here is a picture that I took a while back of
Steve’s wheat  against the Walnut tree. Believe it or
not there has always been some sort of human habita-
tion on the the site since end of the last ice age, some
11,000 years ago. The Barnwood/Saintbridge area was
prevalent with bears, mammoths and other game. Vari-
ous archaeological digs have thrown up human settle-
ments with tools and some burials showing this was a
good place to live. An Iron Age roundhouse was located
in the dry balancing pond so if you want see  what our
ancestors saw, watch the sun go down over the the ho-
rizon from the top of bridge.

A Breath of Fresh AIr



All Change around
the pond.

Over the last couple of months there
has been several changes. Starting with
the feeding area, FOSP was able to
bring it back to safer standard.  Near
the scenic route we were able to clear
around the trees planted a couple of
years ago. As you can see the group
has been very busy. Overall,  looking
towards  the development of the the
FOSP allotments, the fruit trees will be
removed and replaced by a number of
smaller local varieties in  a decorative
form. These trees have long be over-
shadowed by so we will be able to
have a more formalised but natural
meeting area.  A bench is to be erected
further up the bank at the back near
the copse of fir trees and that log step-
ping stones, sculptured animal foot-
prints or wildlife flowers with a quiz
guess their names, a circle of stones be
placed along this section for young
children and their families.

Landscaping the feeding area

Cleared wooded area of
bramble and climbers

FOSP allotments -
work in progress above & below


