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A ‘Green’ Gloucester City -
A Poetic inspiration?



DATES FOR  YOUR DIARY 2012

Hello and Welcome to the Winter Edition of Treelines

GLOUCESTER.... THE CITY OF RUINS  & THE GRAVEYARD OF OPPORTUNITIES.

These words were used to describe this the place I love. With the redevelopment of Gloucester City
Centre & the old college  site, the future hangs in the balance as regards the Redwood at the centre of
the site. I’ve formed the opinion  that we need more greenery and trees in the city centre. I was
encouraged to write an article in response to those comments.

Sons of the City like F.W. Harvey and Ivor Gurney adored this city, its people and local environments
in the early 20th Century.   As tree wardens, I feel we continue the tradition of reverence towards the
natural environment over the built. It is an constant struggle between the planners and nature to
provide a space for all.

I’ve included a couple of articles from the Forestry Commission which are worth  looking at on line.

In the meantime, have a great Christmas and a happy 2012.

Editorial

MANY GLOUCESTER TREE WARDEN EVENTS REQUIRE ADVANCE PLANNING AND WILL NOT
TAKE PLACE UNLESS THERE ARE SUFFICIENT NUMBERS BOOKED

PLEASE BE SURE TO ADVISE JUSTIN WHENEVER YOU PLAN TO PARTICIPATE
IN ANY EVENT WHOSE HEADING IS UNDERSCORED

Fruit tree pruning at  Saintbridge pond on the the community allot-
ment, near Askwith road, Gloucester has been initially been

 scheduled for Saturday 28th January 2012
This will be a great training opportunity and if you are interested in
coming along and help Friends of the Pond,  please wear suitable

clothing and bring essential equipment as required.

CONTACT JUSTIN FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON EVENTS, UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED
Telephone: 01452-396897  Email: justin.hobbs@gloucester.gov.uk



  A deadly plant disease previously unknown in England has been found in Devon
killing Lawson Cypress trees that are commonly found in parks and gardens.

Forestry Commission scientists have confirmed that Phytophthora lateralis, a fun-
gus-like pathogen that kills trees’ roots, has infected several trees in a shelter
hedge on an industrial estate.

The disease is very infectious to Lawson Cypress and some other trees, but harm-
less to people, animals and most other plants. The trees will be felled and dis-
posed of safely and the site is subject to biosecurity measures to prevent
spreading the disease particularly in contaminated soil, felling equipment and
other tools.

Until recently, P. lateralis was mostly known in the western states of the USA and
Canada, but outbreaks have also been recorded recently in Scotland, Northern
Ireland, France and The Netherlands.  The pathogen has also been reported re-
cently from Taiwan on yellow cedar.

John Morgan, Head of Plant Health for the Forestry Commission said:

“It is very worrying to find this destructive tree pathogen so far from previous
cases in Scotland and we are working hard with colleagues in Fera to contain the
disease quickly and try and trace where it came from. Our surveillance teams are
actively looking for signs of the disease during helicopter surveys.”

“Its main victim is Lawson cypress, not a very significant forestry tree, but very
popular in parks, gardens, churchyards and crematoria. We are asking people
working around trees, particularly arboriculturists and those who manage parks
and gardens to be particularly vigilant for signs of the disease. If they are called to
examine or fell a dead or dying Lawson cypress and are suspicious of the causes,
we ask they follow biosecurity guidance published on our web-site.”

A DEADLY VISITOR ARRIVES IN THE UK



On Painswick Beacon
HERE LIES COUNTIES FIVE IN A WAGGON WHEEL.
THE QUICK SEVERN LIKE A SILVER EEL

WRIGGLES THROUGH PASTURES GREEN AND PALE STUBBLE.
THERE, SENDING UP ITS QUIET COLOURED BUBBLE

OF EARTH, MAY HILL FLOATS ON A FLAMING SKY.
AND MARVELLING AT ALL, FORGETTING TROUBLE,
HERE - HOME AGAIN - STAND I!
F W HARVEY

Symptoms of P. lateralis infection on Lawson’s cypress include the foliage initially
appearing a lighter olive-grey in colour than that of healthy trees, then withering
and turning reddish-brown as foliage dies. Also, as the infection extends from the
roots and root collar up the stem, it kills the inner bark and the entire tree dies as
the stem is girdled.

Anyone concerned that their Lawson cypress trees might have the infection should
contact either Forestry Commission’s Disease Diagnostic & Advisory Service on
ddas.ah@forestry.gsi.gov.uk; tel: 01420 23000; or by post to Disease Diagnostic &
Advisory Service, Forest Research, Alice Holt Lodge, Farnham, Surrey GU10 4LH
or the Fera Plant Health and Seeds Inspectorate Tel.: 01904 465625 Email:
planthealth.info@fera.gsi.gov.uk Web: www.defra.gov.uk/fera/plants/plantHealth
Notifications should include as precise a description of the location as possible –
an Ordnance Survey or GIS reference is ideal, otherwise a full postcode is helpful.
Photographs clearly showing the symptoms are also welcome to aid diagnosis.

Further information about P. lateralis, including frequently asked questions, is
available from the pests and diseases section of the Forestry Commission web site
at www.forestry.gov.uk/pestsanddiseases and Fera has recently published a
factsheet on P. lateralis.

Hygiene precautions can be found on the Forestry Commission website [PDF]

Lawson Cypress (Chamaecyparis lawsoniana) is not an important forestry tree
(around 2,200ha in England) although it is highly valued ornamental tree.  P. later-
alis can also infect other Chamaecyparis species and Pacific yew (Taxus brevifolia),
a close relative of Britain’s native yew (Taxus baccata).

We do not intend to release the specific site location while we tackle the finding
and investigate its source.

The Tree Health & Plant Biosecurity Action Plan brings together all sectors con-
cerned with the management of woods and forests. The text of the Action Plan for
Tree Health and Plant Biosecurity is available from www.forestry.gov.uk/INFD-
7LMD8C



GLOUCESTER PARK  IN AUGUST 2011

ROYAL FORESTRY SOCIETY - Promoting wise management of trees and
woods - NOVEMBER   2011

Searching for the best in South West woodlands

The Royal Forestry Society (RFS) is searching the South West of England to find its
best managed woodlands, and the most inspirational school projects that promote
learning about trees.

Entries are now open to woodland owners and managers (private and public), com-
munity groups, farmers and schools in Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Somerset and
Avon, Dorset, Devon and Cornwall to take part in the prestigious RFS Woodland
Awards.

There are four woodland award categories, each recognising good practice – Multi-
purpose (Duke of Cornwall Award), Community, Silviculture and Small Woodlands
(up to 20ha). The awards are held in association with Forestry Commission Eng-
land.

In addition, a Schools Award is open to all schools and educational establishments,
from nursery to age 18, which can encompass any current project relating to trees
and woods.

RFS Chief Executive Dr John Jackson said: “The awards move around the country,
and each region has something special to offer. This year the spotlight falls on the
South West, and we are convinced the wide range of woodlands found across the
area will reveal some truly exceptional examples of best practice.

“ Woodlands are very much in the public eye at the moment, not only because of the
challenges they face from  exotic pests and diseases, but  also because of their
wildlife value and the enormous benefits that they bring in helping to combat climate
change, and in providing resources for recreation and leisure as well as fuel, build-
ing materials and other uses.

“ This is a once in seven year opportunity to find the best woods that the South West
has to offer – and to highlight those woodlands as an example for others to aspire to
and to learn from.”
The Forestry Commission is delighted to lend its support to the RFS Woodland
Awards. The awards are a special opportunity to show how forestry skills and inno-
vation can apply the new UK Forestry Standard and its guidelines in practice.
There are prizes of £1000 for the winner and £500 for the runner up in each catego-
ry. Entries must be received by 6 March 2012, and judging will be held in May and
June 2012. The woodland awards will be presented at a special event at the Na-
tional Arboretum at Westonbirt on 5 July  2012.



Suspected arson attack at Saintbridge Balancing Ponds
in November 2011

As reported in the Citizen on Wednesday November 16 2011, the ship-
ping container holding all of the equipment belonging to the Friends
of Saintbridge Balancing Ponds and the Saintbridge Allotment Associa-
tion was lost on Tuesday November 15th.
Ann Osborne, a founding member of the voluntary group and allot-
ment holder at the site, said: "All the equipment is absolutely burnt to
a crisp.  Every bit of equipment has gone. There were two gazebos, a
mower, a  brush cutter and all the tools that the Friends of the Pond
and allotment holders use too. It is such a shame."

The Friends of Saintbridge Balancing Ponds maintain the area to keep
it to a standard that won the group several awards but they have now
been left devastated after all their equipment has been lost in the
flames. However this will not stop them continuing their voluntary
work. The group has been donated a wheelbarrow and a number of gar-
dening tools but this won’t make up for the specialised pieces of
equipment they use.
Gloucester City Councillor Tarren Randle (Con, Barnwood) said: "I am
really shocked. This is such a shame. That area was horrible and they
brought it up to a fantastic standard, and I am just gutted for the peo-
ple involved.
"It is just a kick in the teeth for everyone that has worked so hard. It
is a disgrace. This group works so hard to make the area nice for eve-
ryone in the area and then this happens and they have lost every-
thing. I am just so mad."
The blaze at the shipping container on  the  allotments near Askwith
Way was seen by residents in the early hours of Tuesday morning.
Colin Peake, from nearby Skylark Way, said: "The friends of the ponds
do such great work helping people in Saintbridge by keeping the place
tidy.
"It is such a shame that they have lost everything."
Since the incident occurred, several allotment holders have given gen-
erous donations and the group will be applying to a local fund. They
will also be approaching local companies and business for assistance
regarding equipment and funding.
Lisa Bonnell, a spokeswoman for Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue
Service, said the incident was being treated as arson.



She said: "We were called to a fire in a storage container with the con-
tents – mainly tools – severely on fire. We sent one appliance from
Gloucester who were there for an hour.
They used two breathing apparatus, one hose reel and the positive
pressure ventilation fan to put out the fire. It is suspected arson and
we have reported it to the police."
Alexa Collicott from Gloucestershire Constabulary said police had
launched an investigation.
She said: "The incident is being investigated and officers are currently
treating it as suspected arson."

Forestry Commission launches GIS data download service
28 OCTOBER 2011

The Forestry Commission has formally launched its DataDownload service,
which enables users of geographic information systems (GIS) to download
spatial datasets directly from its website.

Users previously had to ask Commission staff to manually prepare and
download datasets for them.

Sixty-two datasets are now available, many of which had not previously
been publicly available.



A total of 1800 datasets were directly downloaded by users during a
pilot project between June and mid-October, saving the equivalent of
900 hours of Forestry Commission staff time.

Peter Weston, Head of Inventory, Forecasting and Operational Sup-
port (IFOS) for the Commission, said,

“We’re delighted to be able to offer this service to our customers,
which has several benefits for them, us and the taxpayer. It:
provides users with unlimited and faster access to our GIS data with-
out any need for our staff to get involved;
assisted the Commission towards compliance with the European
Union’s INSPIRE directive on data sharing;
uses standardised data and metadata ‘products’ to offer greater usa-
bility and consistency;
improves the currency of the data, with all the datasets being updated
to agreed timetables;
improves our knowledge of the use being made of the data, and helps
us to increase its use;
features seamless handling of data licensing as part of the download
process;
facilitates and reduces the number of Freedom of Information re-
quests; and
opens the possibility of our being able to recover costs by charging for
more bespoke and complex data requests.”

The service is available from www.forestry.gov.uk/datadownload, and
further information is available from Olly Stephenson and Ian Ma-
cleod in the IFOS team:
olly.stephenson@forestry.gsi.gov.uk; tel: 0131 314 6142;
ian.macleod@forestry.gsi.gov.uk; tel: 0131 314 6427.

A seasonal article - The Green Man in History

Green Men - The Eternal Cycle

The “Green Man” is the dimly remembered symbol of an ancient spirit
of Nature, recognized and revered by many civilizations and adopted by
many religions.



His name means the Green One or Verdant One, he is the voice of in-
spiration to the aspirant and committed artist.

He can come as a white light or the gleam on a blade of grass, but more
often as an inner mood.

The sign of his presence is the ability to work or experience with tire-
less enthusiasm beyond one’s normal capacities. In this there may be a
link across cultures,… one reason for the enthusiasm of the medieval
sculptors for the Green Man may be that he was the source of inspira-
tion.”

He is the symbol of the eternal cycle of Nature, the mysterious figure
who dies and is reborn each year.

He is a part of interwoven beliefs and customs associated with plough-
ing and sowing, with harvest and the autumn slaughter of beasts – the
seeming death of Nature in winter, followed by the miracle of rebirth in
the Spring.

To the medieval Christian mind he became a symbol of rebirth after
death.

From Britain to Borneo.

He can be found in churches, chapels and cathedrals all across Europe.
He dances in May Day processions in Britain. He appears on temple
walls in India and in churches in Borneo.

He is Osiris, Dionysius, Odin, Tamuz. He is still very much with us to-
day. He is a symbol of the eternal cycle of nature. Where the Old Reli-
gion celebrated New Year with ‘Samhain’ in November today we have
Halloween followed by All Saints’ Day. Beltane’ in May marked the be-
ginning of new life in the spring; now we celebrate the reborn Christ at
Easter.



4000 Years Old

The Green man is as old as four thousand years. He has become inter-
twined in folk tales with “Jack in the Green”, ” John Barleycorn” and
even “Robin Hood”, but each and every “Green Man” is different in the
way the craftsman or the age interpreted him.

The message of his image is always the same – there is life after death.
So many amazingly designed images of the same icon, created all over
the world long before communication could have influenced the earli-
est copies bear testament to a strong and long held belief.

Green men are found in so many places once you start looking. To be
so widespread in comparatively modern cathedrals as St Paul’s and
Notre Dame is an indication how closely he was linked to Christianity
at that time.Green Men can be found all around the world. In France
they are in Rouen Cathedral, in Bourges, Chartres, Sees, Auxerre and
many smaller churches.

In Germany there are many more (See Mike Harding’s Book – LINKS)
and in England they can be found in Exeter, Ely, Winchester, Lichfield
and in hundreds of parish churches. The Chapter house at Southwell
Minster has a dozen or more – but never a likeness of Christ or the Vir-
gin.

In Roslin Chapel, (famous in Dan Brown’s book – The Da Vinci Code) a
Templar church south of Edinburgh, there are reputed to be over a
hundred Green Men – but they say you will never be able to count them
all correctly! Where other pagan symbols were crushed under the
weight of iconoclastic Christianity the sacred tree, the vine and the
oak survived along with the Green Man, symbol of rebirth, irrepressible
vitality and love of nature.



Ivor Gurney and F.W. Harvey - Local Hero's

Over the past couple of months,  I have been reading about these two men who
who were able to capture many  local ideas and images in verse. Those references
are still strong today if you go outside the city boundary onto Alney island, Purton
or into the areas like Cranham, Churchdown or Birdlip. I have always been a of
student of local history, archaeology and economics. Some things are constant in
any age.
Ivor Gurney captured images of the old city of Gloucester in his  poem ‘Ship over
Meadows’.
The ship being the sturdy, reliable cathedral, sailing through a landscape which
represented English History and identity. He feared the enclosure of the city via
the then new railway and building work at the turn of the last century.

SHIP OVER MEADOWS

LIKE ANY SHIP OVER GREEN PEACEFUL SEAS
BUT MIGHTIER, MORE FULL OF PEACE THE ABBEY STANDS.
SEGOVIA THEY SAY LIFTS UP CEREMONIAL HANDS.
THIS RULES THE PLAIN, AND GUARDS A DEEPER PEACE.
THAN IS KNOWN ON THE MAIN.
WHETHER THE CENTURIES SHALL CLOSE THAT OUT
WITH FACTORY CHIMNEYS OR HIGH RAILWAY WALLS
NONE KNOWS, BUT MEANWHILE THE QUAKER QUIVERS ITS VEILS
AND THE MOONDAISY BOASTS, AND ITS PRETENSE FOUND OUT.

I wonder what he would of made of all the new developments and the rise of the
super store in the city?
Ivor Gurney was a great poet and wondered about events happening in the city,
its people and the future.

F.W. Harvey knew the River Severn and the surrounding area. His poem about
Painswick Beacon showed he had a great appreciation for Gloucestershire. I won-
der how he would of felt now viewing the city from the same point?
My own thoughts are that we have to protect as much of the city by encouraging
green breathing spaces. I am not just talking about the turf which has been laid
in Kings Square; some areas of the ‘gates ‘ have been looked after by local busi-
ness champions: for example Westgate Street. This is the gateway to the city for
hundreds of tourists who visit every year. The redevelopment of the docks is
bringing visitors far and wide. A thriving, commercial city centre is required along
with careful forethought to lighten the building design with greenery. One of the
great advances these year was the ‘bee friendly’ planting at the docks and perhaps
that could encouraged in the new designs for Kings Square.
We have to learn from the past and I will finish this article with a quote from a
visitor to Gloucester. He felt that there was something quite angry, aggressive &
altogether, not right as regards the ‘feel’ of the City. Our job as tree wardens is to
try to make sure we can influence the planning process in the right direction. I’m
going to be taking , pardon the pun, a ‘leaf’ out of Gurney and Harvey’s  book and
protect the environment in the city.


