
BARNWOOD & FOSP NATURE RESERVE AND BALANCING POND
BACKGROUND

In the beginning….

Participants and scenes from 10,000 BC, Monday and Tuesday, 10pm, Channel 5 first broadcast in 2015.

Introduction

Between the Ice Ages (up to 12,000 BC) parts of what was to become the United Kingdom 
looked like a tundra landscape with small groups of humans roaming the area, looking for 
suitable resources. These, they fashioned into stone axes, hunted the wildlife in the sparse 
environment and settled briefly to take advantage of these factors. During the time period 
700,000-150,000 BC, a part of the eastern part of the county was a hot bed of activity, later to 
become known as Barnwood.
Local Gravel pits enabled the ‘locals’ to produce hand axes and hunt the Mammoth, Musk Ox, 
Horse and Woolly Rhinoceros.  If you want to know more follow the BBC link below. Also visit 
the local museums, its well worth it, especially Stroud’s Museum in the Park.  



Site history

Current photograph of site and surrounding area

In 1981, I was involved in a local archaeological dig where prior the housing development in 
1970’s, three shallow Roman burials were recorded 100ft above the original bed of the 
Sudbrook tributary before it was diverted North of Gloucester. In the graves were few sherds 
of Roman pottery and two of the burials contained 10th Century pottery. Close by were  a few 
4th Century coins, a buckle and a sandstone quern fragment.

In 1981, what was discovered were three prehistoric hearths on the original ground surface.
Close by were three post pits, indicating a small dwelling with the area scattered with Iron Age
sherds  (broken pot pieces). Large amounts of Roman pottery was scattered through the area 
which is in and around Hawthorn Avenue. Also there were numerous ditches which contained 
silt and once were part of the original Sudbrook. A row of post holes were found along with a 
boundary fence which was dated to  the 4th Century. One burial was interesting in that the 
finds were contemporary with the 4th Century legionary fortress which now occupied by 
Kingsholm.



So looking over the dry balancing pond, (the rugby field), it would have been different 
scenario during the Roman period. Perhaps  there was a small settlement next to the river 
with sheep, pigs and a small dwelling close by. Perhaps a local had met the incoming Romans 
and traded with them. The river would have been wider then and was probably accessible by 
boat. It may have been used to collect the stone from the nearby quarry at Upton St Leonards 
to initially  start building the Roman walls and buildings of Gloucester.

If this all sounds far-fetched remember the environment is constantly changing.  During the 
Late Iron Age period, the local population would have cleared the  land of trees etc. for 
farming but until the Romans arrived, there was only well used tracks and routes to move 
around. Water would of the been the other means too. The rivers  were broader and wider 
than they are now. For example in the 17th Century, there are stories of small vessels using the
River Wotton which flows through modern-day Hucclecote. If  you look very closely in 
Barnwood you can see the  river bottom profiled by the some of the roads. 

 And finally, I will leave with findings from a report of an archaeological survey carried out in 
2016 in Barnwood. Tim Darvil, Professor of Bournemouth University describes this area as ‘the
most prolific site yielding Acheulian implements (Pear shaped stone axes and other tools).

Barnwood is one of fifteen hotspots found in Gloucestershire when  small scale communities 
where just beginning to migrate from the Europe and live here and on higher ground in the 
Cotswolds.
 It is one of the most important places which can be precisely dated to the Palaeolithic and 
Mesolithic period. Flint tools were found in local gravel pits, the remains of a Beaker burial in 
Barnwood and possibility of a Bronze Age factory located in Upton Lane.

So in the rugby field quite close to the bridge,  try to imagine a  small family gathering around 
a camp fire outside a sheltered area with a wide river nearby. Game would have come to drink
close the banks of the river, thus providing  food for the immediate family. While they were in 
the area, the sun’s heat and light would greet them at the beginning of each day as they 
emerged from their temporary shelter.

If any of this has peaked your interest in local history, I have included at the end of this article ,
a list books  worthy  of following up and other material related to the balancing ponds and  
nature reserve.  I can tell you that once you start digging, you will really appreciate the area 
for what it is worth and perhaps see itthrough the eyes of the early settlers to the county 
some 12,000 years ago.

I’ve included a couple of maps of the site one from the 19th Century and the early 20th Century.
As you can see, the area hasn’t changed that much.



19th Century Map of Barnwood and surrounding areas



Early 20th Century Map and expanding housing
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