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1. The Project Location.

The Saintbridge Balancing Pond covers an area of approximately 5 hectares and is 
located in the heart of a residential area that includes Saintbridge, a suburb of 
Gloucester City (UK). 
The ‘balancing pond’ has a primary function to provide flood management from the 
flow of the River Twyver to minimise the risk of flooding down stream under the 
auspices of the UK Environment Agency and, as a consequence, a wildlife habitat for 
various species of flora and fauna has been formed since the 1990’s whilst also for 
use as a ‘green space’ amenity in its entirety by visiting members of the public.

1.1. Saintbridge Balancing Pond & Nature Reserve (Zones).

© Google Maps - Link
(1) Aerial view of the FOSP/Saintbridge Nature Reserve area (named 

zones highlighted).
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The area surrounding the balancing pond consists of three distinctly, and well known, 
named residential zones in Saintbridge/Sudbrook, ‘Cheyney’ to the West, ‘Curlew’ to 
the North and ‘Skylark’ to the East. Although only an area of approximately 5 
hectares the zones provides the following types of landscape:-

• woodland
• meadow / grassland
• wetland
• lake 
• hedgerow

All zones are managed in sympathy with the environment and the wildlife. Where 
possible new species are encouraged by including the resources required to sustain 
them with the species that have been previously recorded.

1.2. The FOSP organisation.

In order that the site could be managed appropriately a voluntary non-charitable 
organisation, known as the Friends of Saintbridge Pond (FOSP), was formed in 1994 
to liaise with the relevant authorities, accreditation organisations, national and local 
eco-schemes/initiatives and advisors from environment agencies and related 
specialists. As a group of volunteers the organisations’ ‘function’ was determined to 
be one of improving biodiversity as and where appropriate in order to create and 
maintain a variety of environmental and ecological habitats for indigenous species 
whilst acting as an amenity for the benefit of the local community. This requires a 
huge number of tasks and activities on weekdays and at weekends by the volunteers 
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to safeguard this asset for the positive wellbeing of the local community in both form 
and function.
For your information — FOSP communicates their activities and events to the public 
via a website, Facebook and Twitter.

2. FOSP Objectives

As stated earlier, the primary function of the Saintbridge Pond is to provide a defence 
against the possible flooding of the River Twyver and tributaries for the security of 
people and their properties down stream. The effect of having a small lake to control 
the flow of a water supply has implications on the environment. A green space 
bounding the balancing pond should provide adequate and sustainable habitats for 
wildlife and an amenity for the local people. The following are the FOSP objectives:-

• Maintain the primary function as a flood defence - under the authority of the UK 
Environment Agency.

• Sympathetic and appropriate level of habitat management (zones identified 
herein) within the boundaries of the Saintbridge Balancing Pond.

• Seek specialist advice where appropriate in support of these objectives and the 
labour provided by the volunteer staff.

• Monitor, maintain and encourage [existing and new] species to survive and 
flourish in appropriately prepared habitats.

• Report any anti-social behaviour, vandalism, fly tipping, dog excrement or any 
environmental incident (includes pollution) to the appropriate authorities.

• Ensure that any litter or other discarded items collected is stored appropriately for 
collection by the Gloucester City Council.

• Keep the visiting public informed of FOSP activities either using any available 
various types of media or simply by talking with them.

• Recruit more volunteers to FOSP.

• Protecting sensitive FOSP data or the volunteers personal data.

• Cooperate with the local authorities to maintain a good working relationship for 
the benefit of FOSP.

• Provide opportunities for members of FOSP to develop new skills needed to 
enhance and maintain the Saintbridge Balancing Pond environment.

• FOSP to gain recognition and certification/registration from local and national 
environmental and ecological related schemes or awards where possible.
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• Working with SA&GA (Saintbridge Allotments & Gardens Association) to progress 
and develop the whole site utilising their skills , knowledge and expertise for their 
mutual benefit and the community.

2.1. Accreditations, Schemes and Environmental/Ecological Advisors.

2.1.1. Green Flag Award®

The volunteers obtained the ‘Green Flag’ status in 2017/18 and been able to 
continue it into 2018/19.

2.1.2. Gloucester City Council

The Gloucester City Council Open Space Strategy 2014 – 2019 vision 
statement reads ‘To create and manage a diverse network of good 
quality, sustainable and accessible open spaces to serve the needs and 
aspirations of the residents of Gloucester.’  (ii) Page 8
Local residents, members of FOSP continue to make contact with the City 
Council throughout the year making them aware of any issues around the site 
such as overflowing bins, fallen trees and waste removal.
The relationship between FOSP continues to be sympathetic to the aims of 
FOSP but not without some effort from the FOSP organisation.	 

2.1.3. Natural England

Natural England awarded the Saintbridge Pond with the ‘Nature Reserve’ 
status before that issue of the last report which allows it to publicise this 
category in its title and across other media

2.1.4. Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust

FOSP continues to be supported by the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust  (GWT) 
to ensure that ecology of Saintbridge Pond Nature Reserve is correctly 
managed and enhanced by its volunteers.
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In 2018 the GWT has introduced a new scheme called “Wild Town’ which will 
be a useful resource to the Saintbridge Nature Reserve in the coming period. 
It is hoped that the activities of GWT will bring other similar projects together 
for more information, experience and ideas.

2.1.5. Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)

The CPRE works to protect, promote and enhance our towns and countryside 
to make them better places to live, work and enjoy, and to ensure the 
countryside is protected for now and future generations. FOSP has received 
an award from them in recognition of the restoration effort to reclaim this 
green space for the wildlife and as amenity land.

3. FOSP Finance

The FOSP is a not-for-profit organisation with a bank account in its own name 
and administered by the Treasurer and the FOSP committee. FOSP, as an 
organisation, does not hold more than £5000 in any one year but have an 
average minimum of approximately £2000 if new donations/funding have 
been received between Treasurers Annual Reporting (AGM) periods.

Annual financial burdens include monies for insurances, website hosting/
maintenance, special event marketing (pamphlets, notices, cards and 
displays), grass and meadow seed, plants and bird boxes, resources to 
support the work of the volunteers in terms of tooling and safety equipment. 
This does not cover extraneous requirements that are deemed necessary to 
to be performed to enhance the environment which is something that needs to 
be prioritised on a seasonal basis to ensure the site and its wildlife benefit at 
the earliest opportunity, i.e. planning for the following year(s).

The volunteers continue to come up with ideas and perform tasks to ensure 
that financing is maintained at roughly £2000 and where there could be any 
extra demands placed on the available budget then a special effort is made to 
encourage local people and businesses and fund raising events to help via 
donations or through the use of their time and expertise without cost. 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4. The Request for Funding:

The volunteer group of FOSP believe that we meet the Aviva Community 
Fund criteria for application. 
FOSP would like to apply for ‘up to £5000’ of funding under the 
‘Environment Category’.
This funding request is for the following items so that progress can be made 
on projects to enhance the natural surroundings of our local environment for 
wildlife and the public:-

(Please note that additional information is provided in later sections).

1. 400 litre tipping wheelbarrow = £ 493 (this will help with making us more 
efficient in our work - we currently have only one 200 litre wheel barrow)

       Delivery  = £70
             Sub-Total = £563

https://www.tanks-direct.co.uk/400-litre-tipping-wheelbarrow-blue.html

2. Mushroom Compost (for soil conditioning before planting) = £450
http://www.eveshammarketgardener.com

3. The plants/bulbs. http://www.naturescape.co.uk/
Bluebell bulbs = 3000 units
Snowdrop "     = 2000 units
Wild daffodils = 500 units
Wild garlic      = 1000 units
Wood anemone = 2000 units
Winter aconite   = 1000 units
Wild cyclamen   = 500 units
Wild primrose plant plugs  = 100 units
Meadow buttercup (ranunculus acris) = 100 units @ £54
Ragged robin ( ychnis flos-cuculi) = 100 units @ £54

Sub-Total = £1841 (incl VAT+p&p)

4. Publicity and recruitment of volunteers.
500 Business Cards = £31.19 (incl VAT)

https://www.vistaprint.co.uk/business-cards
1000 A5 (Premium Paper) Flyers = £48.57 (incl VAT)

https://www.vistaprint.co.uk/marketing-materials/flyers
Sub-Total = £89.76 (incl VAT+p&p)

Total for project = £2944  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4.1. Our Project :

As can be seen from  the aerial view of the site in Section 1.1 there are named 
zones.
These areas have been extensively prepared as a foundation for environmental 
enhancement. Where once there was only brambles, out of control weed 
encroachment, out of control willow trees and other in appropriate species there 
is now an opportunity to bring back the naturalness and ecology of each of the 
zones.
In particular we are currently concentrating on the zones known as ‘The 
Spinney’, the ‘Wet Meadow’ and ‘Skylark Bank 3’.
However, we do not have enough funds to achieve this enhancement before 
the opportunities for planting end prior to next Spring without further funding.

4.1.1. The ‘Spinney’ (looking NE).

Much clearance and preparation of this zone has taken place since this photo 
was taken in Spring 2018 to remove brambles and weeds and trim trees to 
allow more light into the zone. The intention of our project for this [woodland] 
zone is to improve the Spinney floor with a variety of woodland plants/bulbs 
such as Snowdrops, Wild Garlic and native Bluebells (foreign Bluebell species 
are virtually eliminated from this zone). 
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Native woodland plants take many years to expand 
across the zone so we are now in a position to 
encourage the spread through planting so that 
there is visible progress to achieve our objective in 
a significantly shorter timescale.

4.1.2. The 'Wet Meadow’ (looking West).

As can be seen in the photo this zone is currently (01 Oct 2018) being 
managed to remove choking weeds and excessive numbers of willow trees to 
allow more light into the zone to help the spread of the Yellow Flag 

and other wetland species such as 
Meadow buttercup (ranunculus 
acris) 

and Ragged robin (ychnis flos- cuculi) ).
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4.1.3. Skylark Bank 3.

An area in this zone that we feel could do with some [protected] clumps of 
Wild Daffodils which will be seen as a patchwork of yellow in the Spring by 
those entering the Saintbridge Pond and Nature Reserve from the East which 
will be an uplifting sight in the early Spring. An area of tree cover at the front 
of this zone is an ideal habitat for some Bluebells and Snowdrops.

5. Concluding notes:

Thank you for creating an opportunity for FOSP to apply for the Aviva 
Community Funding and for taking time to consider our case for including 
FOSP in this initiative. 
Sufficient funding for the ongoing projects identified herein will bring forward, 
by at least two years, implementation of the FOSP vision for this site by 
developing these three zones.

The 400 litre tipping wheel barrow will also be put to use as soon as it arrives 
which will provide us with a much more efficient way to move items and 
detritus around the site.
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FOSP volunteers expect the planting to have been ordered, received and 
planted in the zones identified above before the late Autumn of 2018 planting 
window ends. We will then wait in anticipation for the explosion of colour that 
will result from our efforts and the joy that it will undoubtably bring to us and 
the visitors of Saintbridge Pond &Nature Reserve in 2019 - and beyond.

6. Publicity and recruitment of volunteers:

The work that is performed by volunteers comes with much effort and 
valuable time so it is important that we continue to publicise what work is 
being done and by whom to encourage the public to become volunteers to 
share the load. So, apart from communicating FOSP activities and events to 
the public via a website, Facebook and Twitter we also use a ‘business card’ 

and an A5 flyer - to hand 
out to any enquirers whilst 
working on site and at our 
events.

This recent (Summer 2018) 
initiative using a small 
number of cards and flyers 
has had a positive effect 
such that we have 
recruited two more 
volunteers.
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