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Voluntary group 
helps to protect 
wildlife haven

A dedicated group of volunteers are helping to look after an oasis of 
water and wildlife in Gloucester. The Friends of Saintbridge Pond 
Nature Reserve (FOSPNR) was set up in 1993 to help maintain the  
site in Abbeydale, between Painswick Road and Birch Avenue,  
for the benefit of locals, visitors and wildlife.
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The area covers nearly five hectares and includes a 
pond, a dry area called a ‘balancing pond’ that takes 
in water to prevent the threat of flooding, a nature 
reserve and community garden.

They meet twice monthly but carry out work 
regularly during the week, which includes picking 
up litter, planting bulbs, cutting away vegetation, 
clearing silt traps, installing notice boards and 
erecting benches. Volunteers have also hosted events 
for the public, including wildflower walks and the big 
butterfly count. 

Marilyn McKechnie, the group’s treasurer/fundraiser, 
said they are the ‘eyes and ears’ of Saintbridge Pond 
Nature Reserve.

She said: “Our aim is to conserve, protect, restore 
and develop its natural resources and the animal and 
plant life at the pond and surrounding area.
“We know who to report things to if we see anything 
wrong, such as the Environment Agency if there is 
any risk of flooding.

“Our next project is to plant 2,000 bluebells in the 
woods and we are planning to create a splash pond 
to help increase the wildfowl population.”

The group works 
with its partners 
Gloucester City 
Council, the 
Environment 
Agency, 
Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust 
and the Local 
Allotments 
Association.

They celebrated the award of a Green Flag this year 
for the third time, which recognises the best and 
most well-managed green spaces in the country.
The group, which meets on the first and third Sunday 
of the month, is currently made up of 17 volunteers 
but is eager for anyone aged 16+ to join.

If you enjoy conservation work or gardening why 
not come along and help maintain the nature reserve 
and allotments? You might even catch a glimpse of a 
kingfisher, heron or egret.

“It’s very informal and therapeutic – we have tea, 
coffee and cake during breaks and are very friendly 
and inclusive. The work we do is good for your 
health and very rewarding.”

For more information about the group, 
including how to join, visit www.fosp.org.uk  
or find them on Twitter or Facebook.

“Our aim is to conserve, protect, 
restore and develop its natural 
resources and the animal and plant life 
at the pond and surrounding area.”

Saintbridge Pond

Volunteers

For more information about FOSP,
find us at https://fosp.org.uk/ 
or contact the secretary@fosp.org.uk
alternatively, visit our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/fospnr or at 
Twitter https://twitter.com/fospgloucester

FOSPNR Volunteers planting bulbs, surveying and scything vegetation

http://www.fosp.org.uk

